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Nabaneeta Dev Sen was born on November 8, 1938, in Mymensingh,
Bengal (now in Bangladesh). The daughter of renowned physician Dr.
Jibanlal Dey, she inherited a passion for the arts and literature from a
young age. She received her early education in Mymensingh and Dhaka,
and went on to study Comparative Literature at the University of Calcutta,
where she earned a Master's degree in 1960.

## Literary Career

Nabaneeta Dev Sen began her literary career as a poet, publishing her first
collection, "Pakhir Ankha," in 1959. Her poems were characterized by their
lyrical beauty, introspective nature, and exploration of personal and social
themes. Over the years, she published numerous poetry collections,
including "Prishthar Parikrama" (1969),"Nishi Aparanha" (1984),and
"Adhokoshito" (1997).

In addition to poetry, Sen also excelled in fiction writing. Her first novel,
"Agunpakhi," was published in 1964 and depicted the experiences of a
young woman during the Partition of India. She went on to write over 70
novels, covering a wide range of subjects, including historical fiction,
contemporary social issues, and psychological exploration. Some of her
notable works include "Chenamukh" (1967),"Nirbachito Galpo" (1981),and
"Ami Ananya" (2001).

Sen's literary prowess extended beyond poetry and fiction. She was also
an accomplished translator, bringing works from Bengali into English and
vice versa. Notably, she translated Michael Madhusudan Dutt's epic poem
"Meghnad Bodh Kavya" into English as "The Slaying of Meghnad," which
earned her international acclaim.



## Themes and Style

Throughout her literary journey, Nabaneeta Dev Sen explored diverse
themes in her writing. She often delved into the complexities of human
emotions, relationships, and the search for meaning in life. Her works also
reflected her concerns about social and political issues, such as the plight
of women, the Partition of India, and the human condition in a rapidly
changing world.

Sen's writing style was characterized by its lyrical prose, vivid imagery, and
introspective nature. Her use of language was both evocative and precise,
creating a rich tapestry of emotions and ideas. She also employed various
narrative techniques, including stream of consciousness, flashbacks, and
multiple perspectives, to enhance the depth and complexity of her works.

## Recognition and Awards

Nabaneeta Dev Sen's literary contributions were widely recognized and
honored. She received numerous awards and accolades, both in India and
abroad. Some of her notable awards include:

Jnanpith Award, the highest literary award in India (1999)

Padma Bhushan, India's third-highest civilian award (2006)

Sahitya Akademi Award, India's prestigious literary award (1976)

West Bengal State Award for Literature (1989 and 2002)

Ananda Puraskar, a prestigious literary award in India (1992)

## Legacy and Impact



Nabaneeta Dev Sen left an enduring legacy in Indian literature. Her works
continue to be read and appreciated by generations of readers, inspiring
and resonating with audiences around the world. Her ability to transcend
linguistic and cultural boundaries made her a truly global literary figure.

Sen's writing continues to challenge, provoke, and illuminate, inviting
readers to delve into the depths of human experience. She remained a
tireless advocate for social justice and women's empowerment, using her
pen to promote inclusivity and understanding.

## Personal Life

Nabaneeta Dev Sen was married to the renowned economist Amartya Sen,
with whom she had two daughters, Antara and Nandana. She passed away
on November 7, 2019, at the age of 80, leaving behind a vast literary
legacy and a profound impact on the literary landscape of India.

##

Nabaneeta Dev Sen was a literary acrobat, traversing the boundaries of
genres and Sprachen, leaving an indelible mark on Indian literature. Her
poems, novels, and translations are a testament to her versatility, her deep
understanding of human nature, and her unwavering commitment to social
and literary progress. As we remember her extraordinary life and celebrate
her literary contributions, we are reminded of the power of words to inspire,
transform, and endure.
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