
After the Music Stopped: The Downfall of
Napster and the Rise of Streaming
In the early 2000s, Napster was a revolutionary file-sharing service that
allowed users to share music for free. It quickly became one of the most
popular websites in the world, but it also faced a number of legal
challenges. In 2001, Napster was shut down by a court order, and its
founder, Shawn Fanning, was forced to pay millions of dollars in damages
to the music industry.

The downfall of Napster had a major impact on the music industry. It led to
the rise of streaming services like Spotify and Apple Music, which allow
users to listen to music for a monthly fee. Streaming services have become
the dominant way to consume music today, and they have had a profound
impact on the way music is produced and distributed.
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In his book After the Music Stopped: The Downfall of Napster and the Rise
of Streaming, author Steven Levy tells the story of Napster's rise and fall.
He explores the legal and ethical battles that Napster faced, as well as the
impact it had on the music industry and the way we consume music today.
Levy also examines the rise of streaming services like Spotify and Apple
Music, and how they have changed the music industry in the wake of
Napster's demise.

Key Themes

After the Music Stopped explores a number of key themes, including:

The impact of technology on the music industry

The role of copyright in the digital age

The changing nature of music consumption

The future of the music industry

Levy argues that Napster was a victim of its own success. It was so popular
that it quickly attracted the attention of the music industry, which saw it as a
threat to their profits. The music industry sued Napster for copyright
infringement, and the courts eventually ruled in their favor. This led to the
shutdown of Napster, and it has had a lasting impact on the way we think
about copyright in the digital age.

Levy also argues that Napster changed the way we consume music. Before
Napster, people had to buy CDs or cassettes if they wanted to listen to
music. Napster allowed people to download music for free, and this led to a
decline in the sale of physical music. The rise of streaming services has



further accelerated this decline, and today, most people listen to music
through streaming services.

Levy concludes by arguing that the future of the music industry is uncertain.
Streaming services have become the dominant way to consume music, but
they have not been able to fully replace the revenue that was lost from the
sale of physical music. This has led to a decline in the incomes of
musicians, and it is unclear how the music industry will adapt to this new
reality.

Arguments

Levy's arguments in After the Music Stopped are well-supported by
evidence. He draws on interviews with key figures in the music industry, as
well as data from the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA). He
also provides a detailed analysis of the legal battles that Napster faced.

One of the most compelling arguments in the book is that Napster was a
victim of its own success. It was so popular that it quickly attracted the
attention of the music industry, which saw it as a threat to their profits. The
music industry sued Napster for copyright infringement, and the courts
eventually ruled in their favor. This led to the shutdown of Napster, and it
has had a lasting impact on the way we think about copyright in the digital
age.

Levy also argues that Napster changed the way we consume music. Before
Napster, people had to buy CDs or cassettes if they wanted to listen to
music. Napster allowed people to download music for free, and this led to a
decline in the sale of physical music. The rise of streaming services has



further accelerated this decline, and today, most people listen to music
through streaming services.

Levy concludes by arguing that the future of the music industry is uncertain.
Streaming services have become the dominant way to consume music, but
they have not been able to fully replace the revenue that was lost from the
sale of physical music. This has led to a decline in the incomes of
musicians, and it is unclear how the music industry will adapt to this new
reality.

Relevance to the Contemporary Music Industry

After the Music Stopped is a timely and important book. It provides a
comprehensive overview of the rise and fall of Napster, and it explores the
impact that this has had on the music industry. The book also raises
important questions about the future of the music industry. Levy's
arguments are well-supported by evidence, and he provides a balanced
and nuanced view of the complex issues that face the music industry today.

After the Music Stopped is an essential read for anyone who is interested in
the music industry. It is a well-written and informative book that provides a
valuable perspective on the challenges and opportunities that face the
music industry today.

After the Music Stopped is a fascinating and informative book that tells the
story of the rise and fall of Napster, and the impact that this has had on the
music industry. Levy's arguments are well-supported by evidence, and he
provides a balanced and nuanced view of the complex issues that face the
music industry today. After the Music Stopped is an essential read for
anyone who is interested in the music industry. It is a well-written and



informative book that provides a valuable perspective on the challenges
and opportunities that face the music industry today.
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emotionally draining experience. Their incessant focus on themselves,
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