
As You Like It: Arden Performance Editions –
Experiencing Shakespeare's Magic with a
Modern Touch
Unveiling a Beloved Comedy in a New Light

William Shakespeare's enchanting comedy, As You Like It, has captivated
audiences for centuries with its timeless themes of love, identity, and the
transformative power of nature. The Arden Performance Editions bring this
masterpiece to life in a captivating new light, offering contemporary
interpretations that resonate with today's audiences.
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Set in the idyllic Forest of Arden, As You Like It follows the intertwined
destinies of Rosalind and Orlando, two young lovers forced to flee their
oppressive courtly lives. Disguised in the guise of a shepherdess and a
shepherd, respectively, they encounter a cast of colorful characters who
challenge their preconceptions of love, gender, and happiness.
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Innovative Staging and Captivating Interpretations

The Arden Performance Editions of As You Like It are renowned for their
innovative staging and captivating interpretations that breathe new life into
Shakespeare's text. These productions boldly adapt the play to
contemporary settings, exploring its timeless themes through a modern
lens.

Urban Landscapes: Some adaptations transpose the Forest of Arden
to urban environments, highlighting the play's relevance to urban life
and the search for love, identity, and freedom within the confines of the
modern world.

Gender Fluidity: Other productions explore the play's themes of
gender and identity by casting actors of different genders in
traditionally male and female roles. This approach challenges
traditional gender norms and encourages audiences to reflect on the
fluidity of gender identities.

Musical Elements: Music plays an integral role in some Arden
Performance Editions, enriching the storytelling and creating a vibrant,
immersive atmosphere. Live musicians accompany the actors, adding
a layer of emotional depth and connection to the characters' journeys.

A Tapestry of Exceptional Performances

The Arden Performance Editions of As You Like It have showcased a stellar
cast of actors who bring Shakespeare's characters to life with exceptional
skill and passion. These performances capture the essence of the play's
humor, wit, and emotional depth.

Notable performances include:



Rosalind: Actresses such as Michelle Terry, Rosalind Eleazar, and Lily
James have brought Rosalind's intelligence, wit, and unwavering
optimism to the stage, captivating audiences with their charisma and
charm.

Orlando: Orlando's unwavering love and poetic nature have been
embodied by actors like Sam Troughton, Joseph Millson, and Oliver
Chris, who showcase the character's vulnerability and the
transformative power of love.

Jaques: The enigmatic and melancholic Jaques has been portrayed
by acclaimed actors such as Ian McKellen, David Tennant, and Mark
Rylance, who bring depth and complexity to the character's
philosophical musings.

Enduring Themes and Modern Resonances

Despite its historical setting, As You Like It continues to resonate
profoundly with modern audiences. The themes of love, identity, and the
search for meaning in a complex world transcend time and culture.

The play's exploration of gender fluidity and the power of disguise speak to
contemporary conversations about gender equality and the fluidity of
gender roles. Its depiction of the transformative power of nature reminds us
of the importance of connection to the natural world.

Furthermore, the play's humor and witty banter provide a welcome escape
from the challenges of modern life. The characters' resilience and optimism
serve as a reminder that even in times of adversity, love, laughter, and the
pursuit of a meaningful life can prevail.

A Contemporary Masterpiece for a New Era



The Arden Performance Editions of As You Like It are a testament to the
enduring power and adaptability of Shakespeare's work. These innovative
productions bring the timeless themes and characters of the play to life in a
contemporary context, captivating audiences with their fresh interpretations
and exceptional performances.

Whether you are a seasoned Shakespeare enthusiast or a newcomer to
the Bard's world, the Arden Performance Editions of As You Like It offer an
unforgettable theatrical experience. They are a vibrant, thought-provoking,
and thoroughly entertaining journey into the Forest of Arden, where love,
laughter, and the search for identity unfold in a world that echoes our own.
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