
Balconville: David Fennario's Exploration of
Marginalized Urban Life
David Fennario's 'Balconville' is a seminal work of Canadian theatre that
vividly portrays the lives and struggles of marginalized people living in a
rapidly changing urban environment. First performed in 1979, the play
remains a powerful and thought-provoking exploration of social inequality,
environmental degradation, and the complexities of community identity.
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Themes of Marginalization and Oppression

At the heart of 'Balconville' lies the theme of marginalization, as the play
exposes the plight of individuals and families pushed to the fringes of
society. The main characters, Joe and Mary, are working-class residents of
a dilapidated apartment building facing eviction due to gentrification. Their
struggles highlight the systemic barriers faced by marginalized
communities, including poverty, inadequate housing, and lack of access to
basic services.
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Fennario also explores the oppressive forces that perpetuate
marginalization. The landlord, Mr. Cooper, represents the indifference and
greed of those in power, while the government's lack of support for
affordable housing exacerbates the problem. The play reveals how these
systems of power and privilege create and maintain social divisions.

Characters and Relationships

The characters in 'Balconville' are richly drawn and deeply human. Joe and
Mary form the emotional core of the play, as their love for each other
sustains them amidst their challenges. Their daughter, Angie, represents
the hope and resilience of the younger generation. Other memorable
characters include the elderly Mrs. Paley, a symbol of the community's
history and wisdom, and Ahmed, an immigrant facing racism and
discrimination.

Fennario's characters are not simply victims, but active agents in their own
lives. They form bonds of solidarity and mutual support, finding strength in
their shared experiences. Despite their hardships, they maintain a sense of
humor and dignity, showcasing the resilience of the human spirit.

Techniques of Theatre of the Oppressed

'Balconville' employs techniques derived from the Theatre of the
Oppressed methodology developed by Brazilian playwright Augusto Boal.
This approach seeks to empower marginalized communities by involving
them in the creative process. Fennario incorporates interactive elements,
audience participation, and collective storytelling to blur the lines between
performers and spectators.



Through these techniques, 'Balconville' encourages audiences to reflect on
their own role in perpetuating or challenging oppressive systems. The play
fosters empathy, dialogue, and a sense of shared responsibility for creating
a more just society.

Environmental Concerns

Beyond its social commentary, 'Balconville' also addresses environmental
issues. The apartment building where the characters live is situated next to
a polluted river. The stench and health hazards from the river symbolize the
environmental degradation faced by marginalized communities. Fennario
highlights the disproportionate impact of pollution on those least able to
escape it.

Relevance and Impact

'Balconville' has had a profound impact on Canadian theatre and society at
large. Its themes of marginalization, environmental degradation, and
community resilience resonate deeply with audiences. The play has been
performed widely across Canada and internationally, raising awareness of
the challenges faced by marginalized communities and inspiring activism
for social change.

One of the most significant contributions of 'Balconville' is its use of Theatre
of the Oppressed techniques. By empowering marginalized communities
through theatre, Fennario created a space for voices often silenced to be
heard. The play continues to be a powerful tool for education, dialogue, and
community engagement.

David Fennario's 'Balconville' is a timeless classic that captures the
complex social and environmental challenges faced by marginalized urban



communities. Through its vivid portrayal of characters, use of Theatre of the
Oppressed techniques, and exploration of pressing issues, the play
remains a powerful and relevant work of art. 'Balconville' continues to
inspire empathy, dialogue, and action towards creating a more just and
equitable society.

Alt attribute for image: A black-and-white photograph of a dilapidated
apartment building with balconies, representing the setting of 'Balconville'.
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Pretime Piano Jazz Blues Primer Level: A
Comprehensive Guide to the Basics of Piano
Jazz and Blues
The Pretime Piano Jazz Blues Primer Level is a comprehensive guide to
the basics of piano jazz and blues. It is designed for beginners and...
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Surviving and Thriving with the Self-Absorbed:
A Comprehensive Guide
Interacting with self-absorbed individuals can be a challenging and
emotionally draining experience. Their incessant focus on themselves,
lack of empathy, and inability...
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