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David Fennario's Motherhouse is a powerful exploration of the human
condition. Set in a convent in the early 1960s, the play follows the lives of a
group of nuns as they navigate the changing world around them. Through
its examination of themes such as faith, family, and sacrifice, Motherhouse
offers a thought-provoking portrayal of the joys and challenges of living a
life devoted to God.

Plot Summary

Motherhouse begins with the arrival of a new novice, Sister Margaret. As
she settles into her new life, she learns about the daily routines of the
convent and the relationships between the nuns. However, the convent is a
place of both hope and conflict. The nuns are struggling to adapt to the
changes in the outside world, and their faith is being tested.

As the play progresses, we learn more about the individual nuns. Sister
Teresa is the Mother Superior, a woman who is struggling to maintain her
faith in the face of adversity. Sister Agnes is a young woman who is
wrestling with her vocation. And Sister Rose is a former actress who is
trying to find her place in the convent.

The play reaches its climax when one of the nuns, Sister Martha, leaves
the convent. Her departure sends shockwaves through the community and
forces the nuns to confront their own doubts and beliefs.
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Character Analysis

The characters in Motherhouse are complex and well-developed. Each nun
has her own unique story and set of beliefs, and they all contribute to the
overall tapestry of the play.

Sister Teresa is the Mother Superior, a woman who is dedicated to her
faith and her community. However, she is also struggling with personal
demons, and her faith is tested by the events of the play.

Sister Agnes is a young woman who is struggling with her vocation. She is
drawn to the religious life, but she also has doubts and fears. Her journey
represents the struggles that many young people face when trying to find
their place in the world.

Sister Rose is a former actress who found her vocation later in life. She is
a woman of great faith, but she also recognizes the limitations of the
convent. Her character provides a balance between the idealism of the
other nuns and the realities of the outside world.

Themes

Motherhouse explores a number of important themes, including faith,
family, and sacrifice.

Faith

Faith is a central theme in Motherhouse. The nuns are all women of faith,
but they each have their own unique way of expressing it. Sister Teresa is
unwavering in her faith, even when faced with adversity. Sister Agnes is
struggling to find her faith, while Sister Rose is a woman of great faith who
also recognizes the limitations of the convent.



Family

The convent is a family to the nuns. They live together, worship together,
and support each other through good times and bad. However, the convent
is also a place of conflict. The nuns are all from different backgrounds, and
they often have different ideas about how to live their lives.

Sacrifice

The nuns in Motherhouse have all made sacrifices to live their lives
devoted to God. They have given up their families, their careers, and their
personal freedom. However, the play also shows that sacrifice can be a
source of joy and fulfillment.

Symbolism

Motherhouse is also a rich source of symbolism. The convent itself is a
symbol of the church, and the nuns' habits are a symbol of their
commitment to God. The play also uses a number of other symbols, such
as light and darkness, and water and fire, to explore its themes.

Critical Perspectives

Motherhouse has been praised by critics for its thoughtful exploration of
faith, family, and the human condition. However, some critics have also
found the play to be too slow-paced and melodramatic.

Despite these criticisms, Motherhouse remains a powerful and moving play.
Its themes are timeless, and its characters are unforgettable. It is a play
that will stay with you long after you have seen it.



Motherhouse is a powerful and moving play that explores the human
condition in all its complexity. It is a play that will stay with you long after
you have seen it.
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