
Topaz: A Journey into the Heart of the Middle
East
Topaz is a 1967 novel by Leon Uris that tells the story of a young American
doctor who travels to Israel to volunteer his services during the Six-Day
War. The novel follows the doctor as he witnesses the horrors of war and
the struggles of the Israeli people.
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The novel begins with the doctor, David Kirstein, arriving in Israel. He is
immediately struck by the beauty of the country and the warmth of the
people. However, he soon sees the other side of Israel, as he witnesses
the aftermath of a terrorist attack. The attack leaves him shaken and angry,
but he is determined to continue his mission.

David is assigned to work in a hospital in Jerusalem. He quickly learns that
the hospital is overwhelmed with casualties. He works long hours, ng
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everything he can to help the wounded. He sees firsthand the horrors of
war, but he also sees the courage and resilience of the Israeli people.

As the war progresses, David becomes increasingly involved in the conflict.
He witnesses the fighting firsthand, and he sees the toll that it is taking on
both sides. He begins to question his own beliefs about the war, and he
wonders if there is any hope for peace.

Topaz is a powerful and moving novel that tells the story of a young man's
journey into the heart of the Middle East. The novel provides a unique
perspective on the Six-Day War, and it offers a deep insight into the human
cost of war.

Characters

The novel's protagonist is David Kirstein, a young American doctor who
travels to Israel to volunteer his services during the Six-Day War. David is a
complex and well-developed character. He is idealistic and compassionate,
but he is also realistic and pragmatic. He is torn between his desire to help
others and his fear of getting involved in the conflict.

Other important characters in the novel include:

Miriam David: David's wife, who is a nurse. Miriam is a strong and
supportive woman who helps David through the difficult times.

Dr. Sam Schulman: David's mentor, who is a wise and experienced
doctor. Dr. Schulman helps David to understand the complexities of the
conflict.



Colonel Moshe Dayan: The Israeli military commander who leads the
Six-Day War. Dayan is a brilliant strategist and a charismatic leader.

King Hussein of Jordan: The Arab leader who is allied with Egypt
and Syria against Israel. Hussein is a complex and tragic figure who is
caught between his desire for peace and his duty to his people.

Themes

Topaz explores a number of important themes, including:

The horrors of war: The novel provides a graphic and unflinching look
at the horrors of war. David witnesses the death and destruction
firsthand, and he is deeply affected by what he sees.

The courage and resilience of the Israeli people: Despite the
horrors of war, the Israeli people remain strong and resilient. They are
determined to defend their homeland, and they are willing to make
sacrifices for peace.

The search for peace: The novel explores the search for peace in the
Middle East. David is hopeful that peace is possible, but he also knows
that it will be a difficult and dangerous journey.

Historical Context

Topaz is set during the Six-Day War, which was a major conflict between
Israel and its Arab neighbors. The war began on June 5, 1967, when Israel
launched a preemptive strike against Egypt. The war lasted for six days,
and it ended with a decisive victory for Israel.

The Six-Day War was a turning point in the history of the Middle East. It led
to the creation of the State of Israel, and it established Israel as a major



military power in the region. The war also had a profound impact on the
Arab world, and it led to the rise of Palestinian nationalism.

Literary Significance

Topaz is a critically acclaimed novel that has been praised for its realism,
its insights into the human condition, and its powerful storytelling. The novel
has been translated into more than 20 languages, and it has sold more
than 10 million copies worldwide.

Topaz is considered to be one of the most important novels about the
Middle East. It provides a unique perspective on the Six-Day War, and it
offers a deep insight into the human cost of war.

Topaz is a powerful and moving novel that tells the story of a young man's
journey into the heart of the Middle East. The novel provides a unique
perspective on the Six-Day War, and it offers a deep insight into the human
cost of war. Topaz is a must-read for anyone who wants to understand the
complex and tragic history of the Middle East.
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