
Troilus and Cressida: A Faraway Love Story
Troilus and Cressida is a classic love story by William Shakespeare. Set
during the Trojan War, it follows the romance between the Trojan prince
Troilus and the Greek princess Cressida. The play explores the themes of
love, war, and betrayal.
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The Story

The play opens with the Trojan War in full swing. The Greeks are besieging
the city of Troy, and the Trojans are fighting back valiantly. In the midst of
this chaos, Troilus and Cressida meet and fall in love.

Troilus is a brave and noble warrior, while Cressida is a beautiful and
intelligent princess. They are both deeply attracted to each other, and they
quickly fall in love. However, their love is forbidden. Troilus is a Trojan, and
Cressida is a Greek. They know that their relationship will never be
accepted by either side.
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Despite the obstacles, Troilus and Cressida continue to meet in secret.
They exchange vows of love, and they promise to be faithful to each other.
However, their happiness is short-lived. Cressida is captured by the
Greeks, and she is forced to betray Troilus. She tells the Greeks about the
Trojan defenses, and she helps them to defeat the Trojans.

Troilus is devastated by Cressida's betrayal. He confronts her, and he
accuses her of being a traitor. Cressida tries to explain her actions, but
Troilus will not listen. He kills Cressida, and he vows to avenge her death.

The Themes

Troilus and Cressida is a complex and tragic play. It explores the themes of
love, war, and betrayal. The play shows how love can be both a source of
great joy and great pain. It also shows how war can corrupt and destroy
even the best of people.

The play's most famous line is "All's fair in love and war." This line has been
interpreted in many different ways. It can be seen as a justification for any
action, no matter how cruel or unjust. However, it can also be seen as a
warning about the dangers of love and war. When people are in love or at
war, they are often willing to do things that they would never do in other
circumstances.

Troilus and Cressida is a timeless play that continues to resonate with
audiences today. It is a powerful and moving story about love, war, and
betrayal.

The Characters



Troilus and Cressida is a play with a large cast of characters. The main
characters are:

Troilus: A young Trojan prince who is brave, noble, and deeply in love
with Cressida.

Cressida: A beautiful and intelligent Greek princess who is forced to
betray Troilus.

Pandarus: Cressida's uncle who helps her to meet Troilus.

Hector: Troilus's older brother who is a great warrior.

Agamemnon: The leader of the Greek army.

Achilles: The greatest warrior in the Greek army.

The characters in Troilus and Cressida are complex and well-developed.
They are all flawed, but they are also capable of great love and heroism.
The play's characters are one of its greatest strengths.

The Setting

Troilus and Cressida is set during the Trojan War. The play's action takes
place in the city of Troy and the surrounding countryside. The Trojan War
was a legendary conflict that took place between the Greeks and the
Trojans. The war is said to have lasted for ten years, and it ended with the
destruction of the city of Troy.

The setting of Troilus and Cressida is important because it helps to create
the play's atmosphere. The war provides a backdrop of violence and chaos,
and it helps to highlight the fragility of love. The play's characters are



constantly in danger, and they know that their lives could be cut short at
any moment.

The Language

Troilus and Cressida is written in Shakespeare's characteristic style. The
play's language is rich and poetic, and it is full of metaphors and similes.
Shakespeare also uses a variety of rhetorical devices, such as alliteration
and antithesis. The play's language is one of its most striking features, and
it helps to create the play's unique atmosphere.

The Legacy

Troilus and Cressida has been performed and adapted for centuries. The
play has been praised by critics for its beautiful language, its complex
characters, and its exploration of timeless themes. Troilus and Cressida is
considered to be one of Shakespeare's greatest plays, and it continues to
be performed and studied today.

Troilus and Cressida is a powerful and moving story about love, war, and
betrayal. The play is full of rich characters, beautiful language, and timeless
themes. Troilus and Cressida is a classic work of literature that continues to
resonate with audiences today.
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