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The Attica Revolution, which erupted on September 9, 1971, at the Attica
Correctional Facility in New York, was a pivotal moment in the history of the
American criminal justice system. The uprising, which involved the takeover
of the prison by inmates and resulted in the deaths of 43 people, exposed
the harsh conditions and systemic injustices that were prevalent in the U.S.
prison system at the time.

'Attica Revolution and the Incarceration State' Kindle Single, written by
investigative journalist and author Heather Ann Thompson, provides a
comprehensive account of the Attica rebellion and its far-reaching
implications. Thompson, who has spent years researching the Attica
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uprising, draws on a wealth of archival materials, interviews with survivors
and witnesses, and her own in-depth analysis to shed new light on this
transformative event.

Historical Context and Prelude to the Uprising

The Attica Revolution did not occur in a vacuum. It was the culmination of
years of growing tension and unrest within the U.S. prison system. The
1960s and early 1970s were a period of social and political upheaval, and
the prison system was not immune to these changes. Inmates were
increasingly demanding better living conditions, more humane treatment,
and greater access to education and rehabilitation programs.

At Attica, these tensions were particularly acute. The prison was
overcrowded, understaffed, and plagued by violence and corruption.
Inmates were subjected to beatings, forced labor, and solitary confinement.
The prison administration was unresponsive to their concerns, and tensions
steadily escalated until they reached a boiling point in the summer of 1971.

The Attica Uprising

The Attica uprising began on September 9, 1971, when a group of inmates
seized control of the prison. The inmates took hostages, including guards
and civilian employees, and issued a list of demands to the state
government. These demands included better living conditions, more
humane treatment, and the release of political prisoners.

The state government initially refused to negotiate with the inmates, and
the standoff continued for four days. During this time, tensions escalated
and violence erupted. On September 13, 1971, state troopers stormed the



prison, ending the uprising and killing 43 people, including 32 inmates and
11 hostages.

Aftermath and Legacy

The Attica Revolution had a profound impact on the American criminal
justice system. It led to a wave of prison reforms, including the
establishment of new inmate grievance procedures and the creation of
independent oversight bodies. However, the uprising also exposed the
deep-seated problems within the system, including overcrowding,
understaffing, and violence.

In the years since the Attica Revolution, mass incarceration has become a
major problem in the United States. The country now has the highest
incarceration rate in the world, with over 2 million people behind bars. Mass
incarceration has disproportionately impacted communities of color, and it
has led to the breakup of families, the loss of jobs, and the erosion of civil
rights.

'Attica Revolution and the Incarceration State': A Critical Lens on the
Present

Heather Ann Thompson's 'Attica Revolution and the Incarceration State'
Kindle Single provides a critical lens through which to view the
contemporary crisis of mass incarceration. Thompson argues that the Attica
uprising was a warning sign of the systemic problems that have led to the
mass incarceration crisis. She draws parallels between the conditions at
Attica in the early 1970s and the conditions in many prisons today, and she
argues that the lessons of Attica must be heeded if we are to address the
problem of mass incarceration.



Thompson's book is a powerful indictment of the American criminal justice
system. She argues that the system is fundamentally unjust and that it is
designed to punish and control, rather than to rehabilitate. She calls for a
radical transformation of the system, one that is based on restorative
justice principles and that prioritizes the well-being of communities over the
pursuit of punishment.

'Attica Revolution and the Incarceration State' Kindle Single is an essential
read for anyone who wants to understand the history of the American
criminal justice system and the problem of mass incarceration. Heather Ann
Thompson's meticulously researched and passionately argued book
provides a powerful lens through which to view the present and to envision
a more just future.

Through its in-depth analysis of the Attica rebellion and its far-reaching
implications, 'Attica Revolution and the Incarceration State' challenges us
to confront the systemic injustices that continue to plague the American
criminal justice system and to demand a more humane and equitable
society for all.
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